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Deut. 34, 6. 80 Moſes the ſervant of the LORD 
died there in the land of Mead, æccording to the 
7 word of be LORD. 


SINCE by one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin, death hath paſſed upon a all 
men, for all have ſinned. The ſentence denoun- 
ced on Adam for breach of Covenant, Duff thou 
art and unto duſt halt thou return, hath been car- 
rying into execution m all ages of the world. 
Death is the laſt enemy to be deſtroyed by t Re: 
ſeed of the woman. The wiſelt, the moſt virtuous, 
the moſt illuſtrious and truely religious perſon- 
ages ; have no exemption from that fatal ſtroke, 
which ſeperates the neareſt of all earthly connecti- 
ons, that of the ſoul and body. Even Moſes him- 
ſelf, that eminent ſervant of Gop, afier all his 
eminent ſervices, was called to go up into mount 
Nebo and die. After all the wonderous things 
recorded of him, his hiſtory is cloſed with this me- 
lancholy account, And Moſes the ſervant of the 
Lord died, ——A melancholy account we may well 
call it, if we look no farther than the preſent ſcene 
of things ; but if by faith the vail be withdrawn, 
a glorious proſpect opens to view. | 
From the tacred paſſage now read, three chings 
come under conſideration; to 8 that more 
time may be allowed for the particular buſineſs of 
this mournful occaſion, we ſhall atte nd but briefl-, 
. 


— 
" . 
mg : . . 
CD 


— — 


6 4 FUNERAL SERMON. 


I. The prion ſpoken of, Moſes the ſervant of... 


the LORD. | 
II. What is predicated concerning this per- 


fon, viz. that he died. 


III. That this event: took place EY 2 


the word of the LORD. 


J. We are to conſider the perſon ſpoken of in 


the text, Moſes the ſervant of the LORD. 


Moſes is one of the moſt illuſtrious of all the 


worthies, whoſe glorious deeds are recorded in the 


ſcriptures. By a remarkable providential diſci- 


pline, he was qualified for eminent uſefulneſs, in 


the moſt elevated ſphere of life. Moſes was born 


when the bloody edi& was in force, ordering the 
deſtruction of all the Hebrew male children, ſo 
ſoon as they came into the world; to prevent the 
encreaſe of that depreſſed, but choſen people. His 


parents obſerved in him ſomething peculiar and 
hid him three months; and when they could no 
Jonyer conceal him, the help s infant was expoſ- 
ed in an ark of bulruſhes on the river's brink. 


Being diſcovered by Pharaoh's daughter, and 
ſhe compaſſionating the beautiful babe ſo miſera- 


bly expoſes ; adopted him for her own fon; by 
which means he received a princely education, 


and became ſkilled in all the wiſdom of the Egyp- 


tians. Under ſuch circumſtances, had his heart 


been engaged for worldly greatneſs, by continuing 


in the court of Pharaoh, to ſay the leaſt, in all pro- 
bability, he might have been one of the firſt mi- 


niſters of ſtare. But having come to years, to his 


Immortal honor it is recorded, he refuſed to be 


called tre jen of Pbarach's daughter, chooſing ra- 
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ther to ſuffer affliction with the people of GOD, than 
fo enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon ; eſieeming 
the reproach of CHRIST greater riches than the 
treaſure of Egypt. By an execution of juſtice in a 
private manner upon one of the Egyptians, who 
cruelly ſmote one of his Hebrew brethren, he was 
obliged to flee his country, and, for forty years, 


continued a ſtranger in the land of Midian. His 


employment was chat of an humble peaſant. la- 
ving married the daughter of Jethro, the prieſt of 
Miqian, he kept the lock of his father-inlaw, and 
was feeding them on mount Horeb, when the 


LORD ap ared unto him in the burning buſh, 
and ſent hini to the deliverance of Iſrael. 


Thus commiſſioned from the Moſt High, he en- 


tered on the arduous work, appears before Pharach 
with his brother Aaron, ng demands in the name 
of the LORD, that he would let his people go 
and hold a feaſt unto him in the wilderneſs. Pha- 


raoh refuſed compliance and continued to haiden 
his heart, till at length the LORD with an out. 
ſtretched mighty arm, brought them all Goreh, 
Moſes, being now not only generaliflimo of the 
Iſraelitiſn hoſt, but King of Jeſhurun, under the 
direction of heaven, amidſt many and mighty dan- 
gers, conducts them through the wilderneſs till 
they come to the borders of the promiſed land. 
Now concerning Moſes it is remarkable, that he 


was not only honored with a molt dignified office, 
but was adinitted into the immediate preſence ot 


the Deity, and, for a mortal man, enjoyed the 
moſt intimate and holy converſe with Jehovah. 
For what mortal man ever ſpake with GOD face 
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to face like Moſes ? Or whoelſe ever continued 


with the LORD forty days and forty nights, and 
converſed with Him as one friend would converſe 


with another |! | 


This is the perſon ſpoken of in the text; and let 
us notice how he is deſcribed : not as commander 


in chief of the Iſraelitiſh hoſt, nor as king of Jeſnu- 
run, but as the ſervant of the LORD, that being 


more honor unto him than thoſe lofty titles to 


which he had a juſt claim. 


There are two ſenſes in which men may be ſaid Go 


to be the ſervants of the LORD. One is, when 
they are made to ſubſerve his purpoſes, though 


they mean not ſo ; in this ſenſe all are his ſervants 
however wicked and perverſe. Thus Pharaoh 
Nebuchadnezzer, Cyrus and others are called his 


ſervants though they knew, him not. The other 


is, when a man is a free voluntary zealous ſervant 


or ſubject of the LORD. In this ſenſe was Mo- 


ſes his ſervant, and that to an eminent degree. 


As all good men are ſincerely devoted to the ſer- 


vice of GOD they are his ſervants in the latter 
ſenſe; but ſome are ſo by way of eminence, being 


called and appointed by him to ſome ſpecial and 


Important truſt or office, Thus was. Moſes the 
ſervant of the LORD. And in the ſame ſenſe the 
Apoitle Pau}, Peter and James, in the beginning 
of their epiſtles, ſtyle themſelves the ſervants of 


JESUS CHRIST, being not only ſincerely devo- 


red to his ſervice, but having received authority 
from him to preach the everlaſting Goſpel, and, to 
execute the office of Goſpel miniſters. 


II. We 
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II. We are to conſider what is predicated con- 
cerning this perſon viz. that be died. 
All his honour and authority, all his wiſdom 
grace and fidelity, could not ſecure hin from 
death, for there is no diſcharge in that war. 
It is appointed unto all men, faith the Apoſtle, 
once to die, Death is uſually and with propriety 
ſtiled the king of terrors, a diſſolution moſt ſhock- 
ing to nature. It is a dark valley, the ſolemuity 
of which no one can know but by experience; for 
none return to acquaint us with their ſenſations, and 
reflections in that awful ſeaſon. *© The grave 
ſhuts all cloſe, nor tells one tale. | 
But though death be the king of terfors, it is 
hot equally terrible to all. Let GOD be praiſed, 
there is a way found out in his infinite witdom _ 
and goodneſs, to diſarm death of its ſting, aud to 
enable the expiring ſubject to cry out, 0 death, 
where is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy viftory?. 
The eye of faith can look through the glooiny vale 
and diſcover ſuch glorious realities, that the ſoul 
ſhall impatiently long to be cloathed upon with 
immortality, that mortality may be ſwallowed up 
of life. Some good men on their death beds have 
expreſſed themſelves to this purpoſe, that they 
were not afraid to be dead though afraid to die, 
and 'tis obſervable that the Apoſtle ſpeaking of 


this matter, doth not deſire to be uncloathed, bur 


cloathed upon F. Faith may diſcover ſuch glories 
in the unſeen world, that the ſubject may heartily | 
declare, chat! it is better, far better, o be abſent 
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Hom the body and to be lens with the LORD, 
than to be here in this vale of tears. 


Yet berween this ſtate and the ſhore of bleſſed 
eternity, there is a gulph to paſs, at which nature 
recoils. 

Moſes, in his death, was s chearfully reſigned 10 


the holy will of GOD, though the time of i it, in the 
apprehenſion of carnal reaſon, was premature ; for 
he had not arrived to the age of his father, and 


though one hundred and twenty years old, he was 


Ma full vigour; but what is more than all, he had 
not conducted Iſrael into Canaan. Manifold were 


his cares and great his fatigue in leading them to the 


borders of that goodly land, concerning which he 


had heard ſuch glorious things, how it flowed with 


milk and honey ; and he was ardently deſirous of 
paſſing over Jordan : but the will of GOD being 


otherwiſe, he quietly reſigned himſelf, and was con- 
tent to take a view of it from the top of mount. 


Piſgah and then to die. 
Fr; is generally ſuppoſed there was ſomething ve- 


ry peculiar in the death of Moſcs. We have good 
reaſon to conclude he expired in the arms ofDivice 


Love, or had ſuch diſcoveries of the glories of Je- 


| hovah, that his nature was overpowered, and his 


ſoul impatient, burſt the bands of fleſh and blood. 


| His funeral was very extraordinary, for it is added 
that the LORD buried bim and that no one knoweth 
of his ſepulchre. 


III. We are to conſider that this event took 
place according to the werd of the LORD. 
By this expreſſion we may underſtand the follow- 
ing things, Firſt, that MMoſes died according 
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to what the LORD. had declared unto him, on this 
Tide Jordan, notwithſtanding his earneſt ze gueſt to 
paſs over into the land of promiſe. Secondly, that 


he died agreeable to the ſentence denounced a gainſt 


the whole human race, Duſt tvou art and unto 


duſt ſoalt thou return; his eminent uſefulneſs fi- 
delity and holineſs being no exemption. And 


laſtly, thar he died in the manner and according 
to the time appointed in the infinitely wiſe coun- 
ſels of the Deity. Concerning the laſt we may juſt 


_ obſerve, that the preciic tune and the minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances of the death of every man, are fixed in 


infinite wiſdom; ſo that no one can paſs his bounds, 


nor leave the wat! in a manner different from that 


preſcribed. This however is not peculiar to the 


deaths of men, but reſpects every circumſtance of 


our whole lives, and all events ; for the wiſdom of 


(30D hath taught us, that a ſparrow falleth not to 


the ground witbou! our heavenly father's notice, and 


that the hairs of our heeds are all numbered. Why 


men ſhould die in ſuch a particular time, in many 
inſtances, proves a dark diſpenſation of providence, 


for which our very limited underſtandings. can 


give no ſatisfactory account. That under conſi- 
deration i is one. Moſes was in full vigour, his eye 
was not dim nor his natural force abated; he was 
of conſequence eminently uſeful at that time, and 
it muſt have been exceedingly hard for the people 
to part with him. But the time fixed in infinite 
wiſdom was come and could not be altered. 
Human reaſon may be ready to make the ſume 
enquiry with reſpect to the venerable deceaſed. 


| Conſidering his unuſual health and ſprightlineſs, 


why 
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why might not his life have been prolonged for 
years yet to come? For council to our nation, for 
an example to all around him and for the unſpeak- 
able comfort of his children and friends. But 
Divine wiſdom had otherwiſe determined, his time 
was come, and GOD's time muſt be the beſt. 
Having conſidered what was propoſed from the 
words of our text, with the greateſt diffidence I 
now beg leave to call the attention of this numerous 
and ret pectable auditory, to the mournful occaſion 
of our aſſembling. And in the firſt place we may 
take notice of ſeveral i important particulars, in re- 
gard to which there appears a beautiful reſem- 
blance, between the character of the deceaſed and 
that which we have been contemplating. This 
will ſerve in ſome meaſure to illuſtrate his Excellen- 
cy's public character. - 

It would be too obvious to obſerve that like Mo- 
ſes the deceaſed was endowed with great natural 
abilities, that thoſe were improved by the happy 
culture of a liberal education, and that he was cal- 
led to move in an elevated ſphere of human life. 
Many have been in a ſimilar manner endowed, 
improved and elevated; but many have not been 
called to manage the helm of government through 
ſuch boiſterous ſcenes of trouble and diſtreſs. This 
is the firſt thing to be particularly noticed. Migh- 
ty was the oppoſition Moſes met with, before "he 
could deliver Iſrael from the iron yoke of Pharaoh 
and the furnace of Egyptian ſlavery. And this be- 
ing effected, the Red Sea paſſed and even Pharaoh 
and his hoſt ſwallowed up; what unknown, untried 
difficulties were before him in his march wh, 

the 


1 FUNERAL SERMON. 13 


the wilderneſs ! Beſides the danger of the way, the 
fiery flying ſerpents and the common enemy of the 
Gentiles, he had a ſtiffnecked people to conduct. 


With what murmuring and reproaches did they 


treat him, as though he had taken upon himſelf to 


lead chem“! into Candan without: a commiſſion from 
the LORD ! Whar immenſe care and fatigue did 


he undergo, ordering the whole economy of the 
Camp, and judging the people from morning un- 


til evening. T hos the deceaſed, being inveſted 
with the office of ſupreme magiſtrate in this re— 


publi ic, was called to guide our Iſrael in perilous 


times, and to ſtand among the foremoſt in facing 


danger. Gteat-Britain, far from manifeſting che 


alfection of ? parent, ſought to ſubjugare "theſe 
diſtant, young, but douriſhing and happy colonies, 
Year after year, one campaign ſucceeding another, 


the conteſt was bloody, and the great event re- 


mained in ſuſpence. From our weak and defence- _ 
leſs ſituation, without arms, amunition, allies or 
men {killed in war ; we had every thing ro fear. 


But truſting | in the righteouſneſs of our cauſe and 
the patriotic ardour of our countrymen, we dared 


to make a ſtand againſt one of the moſt potent 


powers of Europe, and amidſt the trying vicifſi- 


tudes of war, reſolutely to perſevere i in defence 'of 
our invaluable rights. During. all this time the 
deceaſed was called to take a leading part and to 


expoſe himſelf for this Iſrael of GOD. 


2. Like Moſes, with wiſdom, fidelity, and ſue- 
ceſs did he diſchar rge the duties of his high office; 
ſo that *tis hard to "ay whether he molt honored 


that, or that, him. 
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Wiſdom is the excellency of a counſellor, fidelity 
the glory of one in high public truſt, and ſucceſs 


the crown of enterpriſe, If protound wiſdom and 


heroic fortitude were ever requiſite in the leaders 
of a people, they ſurely were ſo in the exigencies 
of the late war. Happy for this and the United 
States, that for ſuch a time, the deceaſed was raiſ- 
ed up and ſo emiently qualified. Thoſe who 


have had the honor to fit with him in council and 
conſult with him on extraordinary emergencies, 


can declare, how, in a meaſure like that great lea- 
der of Iſrael, he ſeemed inſpired by the father of 
lights. His fidelity is equally ſurpriſing. His 


patriotic zeal and firmneſs were conſpicuous in the 
time of the Stamp-Act, he being then one of the 


honorable the Council. The Governor of the 


| ſtate at that time, with ſeveral of the counſellors, 


inſiſting on taking the oath enjoined by his Bri- 


tiſh Majeſty on that occaſion ; his honor not only 


abſolutely refuſed to take it himſelf but to adini- 
niſter it or to be preſent when it was adminiſtered : 
and he accordingly left the chamber. 

Another inſtance in which his fidelity ſhone with 


diſtinguiſhed luſtre, was at the commencement of 
the late war. Among all the Governors of the 
thirteen ſtates, his excellency Governor Trumbull. 
alone was found a firm patriot, determined to a- 
bide by the liberties ef his country, whatever might 


be the event. And he failed not to carry into ex- 


ecution, what he had fo deliberately and heartily 
reſolved. During 


g the whole controverſy, amidſt 
the darkeit ſcenes, he remained ſteadfaſt in the 


_ glorious cauſe, invariably purſuing the grand end 


1n 


5 . SIE 2 WES FS IN Us EN ee 


EW - CT -—$ a. CD. ey 


3 2 


4 FUNERAL SERMON. u, 


in view, and truſting in GO Almighty, to carry 


it into effect. 

Thus like Moſes he was wiſe and faithful; and 
like him, 1 may alſo add, he was indefatigable and 
laborious. He ſpared not himſelf that he might 


ſerve his country. Laying aſide all private buli- 
neſs, diveſting himſelf of all ſecular concerns, but 
what pertained to his office and the public, beſides 
attending on ſtated and public aſſemblies, he ſat 


ONE T *HOUSAND DAYS IN COUNSEL ! 


To conclude this head I will only obſerve, that 


like Moſes, under GOD who worketh all in all ; 


he was happily ſuccetsful; Moſes conducted If. 


rael out of Egypt, through the wilderneſs, to the 
borders of Canaan ; but the deceaſed, fo far as per- 


tained to him in lis office, conducted our Iſrael, 
into the quiet and undifturbed poſſeſſion of IN- 
DEPENDENCE, LIBERTY and PEACE. 
3. Like Moſes the deceaſed united in his cha- 
rater the able politician and the ſound Divine. 
His accute ſagacity and wiſe judgment are too 


well known hy his numerous acquaintance, and by 


the trying important ſcenes through which he hath 
paſſed, to render it expedient to enlarge upon them. 

As to Divinity that ſublime, glorious and ne- 
ceſſary ſcience, was his delightful ſtudy, from his 


. youth, upwards to the cloſe of his life. Notwith- 
ſtanding the multiplicity of civil buſineſs in which 


he was involved, being expert in the Hebrew, he 
ſound opportunities to ſearch out the ſacred im- 


port of the oracles of Divine revelation, in the 
original languages. His entrance on public life 
Legan with o preaching the n Goſpel ; and 


he 
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he had no view but of continuing in that ſacred 
employment, till the providence of GOD by a train 
of events, called him into the civil department. 
Thus recets from public employment a little be- 
tore his deceaſe, afforded him a golden opportuni- 
ty for his beloved ſacred ſtudy. This he diligent- 
ly and delightfully improved. _ 
Hence, as alſo from the tenor of his whole de- 
portment, we may venture to draw this weighty 
concluſion ; that in a ſimilar ſenſe with Moſes, HE 
WAS THE SERVANT OF THE. LORD. 
Another thing worthy of remark is the unuſual 
health activity and ſprightlineſs which his Excel- 
lency enjoyed, till his laſt, and I might almoſt ſay, 
his only ſickneſs, which was of but ſhort continu- 
ance. Conſidering the vaſt burden devolved up- 
on him, his great anxiety and inceſſant arduous la- 
bor, for his harraſſed bleeding country, his is very 
ſurpriſing. That his ſpirits ſhould not be exhauſ- 
ted, and the brittle clay veſſel] broken and render- 
ed uſeleſs, before the work was compleated and 
he arrived to fuch a good old age ; muſt be owing 
to the merciful ſupport of Him who ſupported his 
ſervant Moſes. But not to enlarge. | 
| To ſum up in few words the public character of 
his Excellency—He was a ſtar of the firſt magni- 
tude in this weſtern hemiſphere, and by acquitting 
himſelf with wiſdom and fidelity, dignity and glory, 
in the illuſtrious part aſſigned him to act on the 
grand theatre of human life; he hach acquired im- 
mortal renoun, and rendered himſelf conſpicuoully 
glorious, not only through the extenſive empire of 
America, but the famed kingdoms of Europe. 5 
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In the next place I would endeavour to exhibit 
ſome idea of his Excellency's private charaSer, 
and give ſome brief account of his death. 

As a man, he wonderfully poſſeſſed the amiable 
grace of condeſcending with dignity ; the character- 
iſtic of true greatneſs. He knew how to adapt 
himſelf to perſons of the greateſt diverſity of cir- 
cumſtances and conditions of life, having learned 
to pleaſe all with whom he converſed to clicir edi- 
fication. There was nothing of that magiſterial 
loftineſs and oſtentatious parade, too often attcn- 
dant on men of rank and elevated ſtations of life. 
We may with good reaſon conclude he became fo 
eminent and amiable in this reſpect, by daily con- 
templating the perfect deportment of his Divine 
maſter; who hath, with ſingular propriety, directed 
us to learn of himbeing meek and lowly. 5 

His temper was uncommonly mild, ſerene, and 
chearful ; his words weighty and inſtructive ; ; his 
{ſpeech rather low, and his whole carriage graceful 
and worthy. His conſtant ſeaſonable artendance 
on Divine worſhip, and his unaffected devotion in 

the houſe of GOD, were molt beautitul. 1 
As a parent, he was affectionate, venerable and 
endearing, by precept and example carefully form- 
ing the minds and the manners of his offspring. 

As a neighbour, he was kind and obliging. 

As a ſtudent, he was exceedingly careful of pre- 
cious time, diligent and indefatigable in his r 
ſearches after truch, till the cloſe of his life. His 
acquaintance with hiſtory was very extenſive, and 
his accuracy in chronology unparallel'd. 
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But his chief glory (as muſt be that of every man). 
ariſeth from his truely religious and pious charac- 
ter. What would it avail that we view him as 
filling the moſt dignified office in the republic, re- 
ceiving the applauſe of his country, and that we 
hear his fame echoed from European ſhores ; could 
we not alſo view him as, the ſervant of the LORD, 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of GOD . What would it 
avail that we view him as one accompliſhed in hu- 
man erudition, famous as a linguiſt, a theologian, 
a politician, an hiſtorian and chronologiſt; could 
we not allo contemplate hun, as one who gloried i in 
the croſs of CHRIST, depending alone on his merits 
for ſalvation, acknowledging all that to which he 
had attained to be wholly of grace, and accounting 
them excellent above what eye hath een, ear heard; 
or the heart of man conceived! _ 

How attentively have theſe ears heard him diſ- 
courſe on the ſublime and myiterious doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ! And how have theſe eyes beheld hzs, 
ſwim with tears, while his mind dwelt and his ton- 
gue uttered, on thoſe charming and heart-melting 
ſubjects! 

But theſe eyes ſhall ſee, theſe ears ſhall hear him 
no more. How ſolemn, how affecting the thought ! 
That pale cold corſe, but a few days ſince, was 
wonderfully healchful and ſprightly, and for aught 
appeared, might have continued uſeful years to 
come. 

His Excellency was ſomewhat violently ſeized 
with a fever about two weeks ſince, winch in a 
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ſhort time greatly weakened him ſo that he ſaid ve- 
ry little during his ſickneſs. His fever continuing 
to rage, and ſome other dißculties attending, in 
about twelve days put an end to his lite. He re- 
tained his reaſon to the laſt, and died with great 
calmneſs and compoſure as one would fall into a 
deep ſleep. And we truſt he then ſlept in Jeſus, 
and, as to his mortal part will continue to ſleep in 
him, till that auguſt morn, when his, with every 
other body, ſhall be raiſed. 

The appearance of his leaving the world was 
like one who had done his work, ſtood waiting for 
the call of his LORD, and when death came was 
under ſuch bleſſed circumſtances, that he had no- 
thing to do but to die. 

Such being the character of the deceaſed, not- 
withſtanding his advanced age, we may truly ſay ; 
That in him his ſurviving ciuldren have loſt a dou- 
bly dear and venerable parent, his friends a cordi- 
al friend and wiſe counſellor, his country a pecu- 
liarly diſtinguithed patriot, the church a profeſſor 
among the mighty and noble, few of whom are cho- 
ſen, and the world an Alluftrious and ſhining exam- 
ple. 

5 'Tis now time that we 1 to the aſus) and 
proper addreſſes on this mournful and affecting 
occaſivn. And in the firſt place I beg leave, moit 
reſpectfully to addreſs myſelf to the ſurving chil. 
dren and near relatives of the decealed. 

Much reſpected and very dear friends. 

The affection you manifeſt on this occaſion is al- 
together ſeaſonable. Numerous affecting conſi- 
derations will naturally flow in upon your minds, 
Such as the ſtrong and endearing obligations you 
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Are under to your deceaſed parent and moſt diſin- 


tere ſted friend; and the many mutual kind offices 


that have paſſed between you. 


When called to part forever with ſuch a friend, 


when you behold the breathleſs corpſe of your ill 
uſtrious ſire, and reflect that the places which once 
knew him ſhall know him no more, and that he 
can never again exhilirate vour ſpirits with his 


preſence; your hearts may well be filled with the 


moſt pungent grief and tears guſh plentifully from 8 
your eyes. 


Rut your ſorrow muſt not be exceſſive, there be- 


ing ſo many bright conſiderations to aſſuage it; 
ſome of which we beg leave to ſuggeſt. 


If ſympathy can afford relief, that you have in a 
very ſingular manner. The ſolemn and mournful 
aſpect of this great and reſpectable aſſembly, de- 


clares how ſincerely they condole with you on this 


occalion. Connecticut with her numerous ſons 


and daughters will mingle her tears, the ſiſter ſtates 


will join in mournful concert, European friendly 


powers will ſigh on hearing of the melancholy ti- 


dings. And in a field ſo extenſive, how many per- 


ſonal friends and acquaintance of the greateſt me- 
rit are to be ſound, whoſe generous and noble hearcs 


will deeply condole with you. 
Methink I ſee our late renowned glorious chief : 


in war, America's boaſt and the world S wonder, 


ſolitary and penſive, with the big tear ſtarting from 
the eye of keeneſt ſenſibility; the melancholy. ti- 
dings having reached his ears, that his highly priz- 


ed friend i in the cabinet, his brother and companion 


in the late ſtruggles and bloody conflict of his coun- 
try 


— 
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try 25 no more. In ſimilar ſorrow methink I view 


many more, greatly admired, much beloved, whoſe 


names I dare not mention leſt others be jealous 
through the tenderneſs of their friendſhip. Let 


this confiderarion, dear afflicted mourners, have 
ſome weight with vo. 


But this is far from being the moſt important. 
You do not mourn as choſe: who have no hopc. 


The ſtrength 1 pes love for the deceaſed, which 
ſo tenderly effects you, mult alſo aſſuage your grief. 
For you doubt nor that your loſs is his unſpcaka- 


ble gain. Viewing him removed from this world 
of trouble and diſtreſs to a ſtate of perfect uninter- 
rupted reſt ; conſidering that his labor is ended, 
and that he is now aring the gracious reward of a 

faithful ſervant; how can you but rejoice ? The 
words of TESUS to his d liſciples being about to 
leave them, we truſt might have been addrefied to 
vou, from your fo much and as. Juſcly lamented 


friend; If ye loved me, e would rejoice, becauſe [ 
aid, 7 go unto the father 1 


Four own reafon excited by your qutitul reſpect, 


weill be ready to enquire, why the uſeful life of your 
excellent f father might: not have been continued 


for years to come ? Though a particular anſwer to 


ſuch a quettion cannot be given, for GOD's jadg- 
ments are a great deep I he giveth not account of 


his malters*; yet in general we know, that the 
time with all the attending circumſtances, was fix- 
ed in infinite wiſdom. T he preſence of your youn- 
ger brother on this occaſion, now abient! in a very 


dulcant 
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diſtant country, had been very deſirable ; but Di- 
vine providence ordered it otherwiſe. And GOD's 
time mult be the beſt, his ways are perfect, nothing 


can be added or 1 You cannot be un- 


mindful, how great obligations you are under to in- 


dulgent heaven, that you were ſo long bieſſed with 
thee enjoyment of him. 


Your own diſcretion will remind you that this 


afflictive and bereaving diſpenſation, is calculated 


to teach you wiſdom. Your earthiy parent, your 
head and counſellor being taken away, may teach 
you the frailty of the beſt earthly ſupports and ex- 
cite you to live near your heavenly father, who 


never will leave or forſake thoſe who put their truſt 
in him. You will of courſe lay up deep in your 


memories, the pious inſtructions you have received 
and the ſhining example ſer you, by one whom you 


ſo much love and revere ; by which he being dead, | 
yet ſpeaketh. 


May you tread in his ſteps of religion, virtue and 


Ke and be followers of him ſo far as he was of 
CHRIST; and whenever you ſhall be called to en- 


ter the unſeen world, may you join the general aſ- 
ſembly and church of the firſt born, which we truſt 
your excellent father hath joined, and be forever 
happy with his and their GOD and portion. 

In the next place I beg leave humbly to addreſs 


myſelf to this aſſembly. 


Fathers, Brethren and Friends. 
Great is the occaſion, ſolemn and important the 
event, which hath e ſuch a concourſe at 


this time. Him, whom the father of mercies raiſed 


up and ſo . qualified for the defence of 
thoſe 
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liberties, in which we now rejoice, him, whom the 
Almighty fuſtained amidſt ſwelling feas of trouble 
and carried through the arduous conflict of his 
country; we now behold a breathleſs corpſe, He 
hath gone we truſt from realms below to realms. 


above, and received that eulogy from his Judge, 


Well done good and faithful ſervant, enter Abos 1 
Jo the joy of thy LORD. 

This inſtance loudly proclaims: the vanity of 
mortal men. Hence let us learn unto whom: we 
are to render Praiſe, for the eminent uſefulneſs of 
this lervant of the public, for the manifold and 
rich benefits derived from the wiſe counſels, the 
faithful adminiſtrations and heroic fir mneſs, of this 


father of his country. And our fervent petition to 


heaven muſt be, may a double portion of his ſpi- 
rit reſt upon his ſucceſſors in office, ſo long as the 
Sun and Moon ſhall endure. May thoſe who ſhall 
hereafter be called to lead in this republic, may all 
our counſellors and rulers, be actuated by: a ſimi- 
lar love for liberty and their country, and for the 
religion of JESUS; __ 

: Bur his Excellency Governor Trumbull is no 
more. It muſt henceforth be recorded of him, 


hat he died. What a ſtriking verification of thoſe 


words of the Pſalmiſt, Verily every man at his beſi 
eſtate, is altogether vanity , as alſo of thoſe of the 
wiſe man, ſpeaking of the laſt conflict, And there is 
no diſcharge in that war T. Whoſe turn it will 
next be, GOD only knows, but it cannot be long 
before each one of us here preſent, muſt give up 
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the Ghoſt and mingle with the duſt, How folemn 
the thought, that we mult all ſoon appear before 
the judgment- ſeat of CHRIST, and give an account 
for all the deeds done here in the body | What- 
ever imaginations men may frame to themſelves, 


in plain unequivocal terms GOD's word aſſures us, 
that in the place where the tree falleth, there it ſhall 
| be; f and gives not the leaſt intimation of any 
ſtate of probation, after the preſent. 
How infinitely important then is it for eyery 
one to be prepared for death! Fer what ſhall 
it profit a man, tpeugh he ſhould gain the whole 
i and loſe his own ſoul ? Or e what foell a man 
Live in exchange for bis ſoul? : 
May GOD of his infinite mercy grant that we 
may all be prepared, by the influences of his holy 
ſpirit, working in us a living operative faith ; and 
all ſhall be to the praiſe of his, glorious grace, 


through JESUS CHRIST our LORD, o WON 
be glory for ever and ever Amen. 
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IS Excellency Governor Trumbuil was boru 
in Lebanon, Octo. i2th 1710. He receiv- 


ed a liberal education at. Harvard Colleg Te, and 


commenced Bachelour of Arts, in 1727. 0 hiee. 
ears from this time he niade a public Protc! Fon of 


faith in CHRIST, and joined in full communion. 


with the church in Lebanon. Soon after he be- 


gan to preach the Goſpel, and received a call to 


ſettle in the work of the miniſtry at Colcheſter. 


In 1731, he loſt, at fea, his only brother. The 


ſettlement and management of his brother's affairs 


of courſe devolved upon him. This was the Hr t 
and principal occaſion of rhe diverſion of his at- 


tention from the Goſpel-miniſtry to the buſitels of 


civil life: Before he had got through tlieſe mat- 
ters, ſo early as in the 23d year of his age, he Was 
| choſen one of the reprelentatives of the "town ot 
Lebanon, tc: the General Aſſembly. F. rom this 
time he had very little intermiſlion till his reſigna- 


tion: In 1740 he was elected into the Council. 


In 1766 he was elected Deputy Governom. Dur- 
ing his continuance in this office ke alſo diſcharg⸗ 


ed chat of chief Judge of the Superiour Court. 
In 1769 he was elected Governour. 
As in the preceeding diſcourſe particular notice 


hath been taken of his Excellency's unuſual health 
and capacity for the higheſt public employment, 
till the ſickneſs in which he died; the queſtion may 


ariſe, why he did not continue in office? An an- 
{wer to this may be found in his addreſs on his re- 


fignation. But for the ſatisfaction of thoſe who 


may not have that excellent piece in their hands, 
| D und 
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and who may be i 0 with the circum- 


ſtances. I ſhall tranſcribe the following. 


To the Honorable the Council and Houſe of 
** Repreſentatives, in General Court aſſembled, 
October, 1783. 

© GENTLEMEN, A few days will bring me to 
the anniverſary of my birth; ſeventy three years 
« of my life will then be compleated ; and next 


May, fifty one years will have paſſed, ſince] way 
* firſt honored with the confidence of the people 
e in a public character. During this period, in 
« different capacities, it has been my lot to be cal- 


te led to public ſervice almoſt without interruption. 
<« Fourteen years I have had the honor to fill the 


685 chief ſeat of Government. With what carefulneſs, 
with what zeal and attention to your welfare, 
have diſcharged the duties of my ſeveral ſtarts. 


« ons, ſome few of yon, of equal age with myſelf, 
« can witneſs for me from the beginning.---Dur- 


e ing the latter period, none of you are ignorant 
of the manner in which my public life has beer 


* occupied! !—The watchful cares and ſollicitude of 
« an eight year's diſtreſſing and unuſual war, have 


© alſo fallen to my ſhare, and have employed many 


ee anxious moments of my lateſt time; which have 
ce been chearfully devoted to the welfare of my 


< country.—Happy am I to find, that all theſe 


<< Cares, anxieties and ſollicitudes are amply com- 
0 penſated by the noble proſpect, which now o- 
ce pens to my fellow citizens, of a happy eſtabliſh- 
< ment (if we are but wiſe to improve the precious 


opportunity) in peace, tranquility and national 


i independence, —With ſincere and hvely grati- 
wy tude 
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bo: tude to Almighty cob. our Great Protector 
„ and Deliverer, and with moſt hearty congratula- 
© tions to all our citizens, | felicitate you, gentle- 
«© men, the other freemen, and all the good people 
LL of the State, in this glorious proſpect. 


% Impreſſed with thele ſentiments of gratitude = 


and felicitation, —reviewing the long courſe. of 

46 years, in which, through various events, I have 
ec had the pleaſure co ſerve the State, contemplat- 
e ing Witty Ppleafing g wonder and ſatisfaction, at the 


17 cloſe of an AU conteſt, the Houle and enlarg- 


on] country! 8. view, and veftecting at the fame tine, 
e on my advanced: ſtage of life,.-a life, worn out 


cc. almoſt in the cenſtant cares of office, I think 
« it my duty to-retire.from-the buſy concern of 
cc public: Affairs: that at the evening of my days, I 


r may ſweeren Their decline; by devoting myſelf 


Fe with leſs avocation, and more attention, to the 
duties of religion, rhe ſervice of my GOD, and 
00 preparation for a future and happier ſtate of ex- 


« iſtence in which pleaſing employment, I ſhall 


© not ceaſs\ tO remember my country, and to make 


«ir my ardent prayer, that heaven will not fail 0 
« pleſs her with its choiceſt favors. 


« At this auſpicious moment, therefore, of my 


„% country's happineſs ; —when ſhe has jult reach- 


« ed the goal of her wiſhes, and obtained the object, 
te for Which ſhe has ſo long contended, and fo no- 
« bly ſtruggled, [ have to requeſt the 3 froin 
* you gentlemen, and tarough you, from all the 


4 freemen of the State, that, after May next, I 


ce may be excuſed from any further ſervice in pub- 
1 le 
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<« lic life; and that, from this time, I may be no 
longer conſidered as an object of your ſuffrages 
for any public employment in the State. The 
reaſonableneſs of my requeſt, 1 am perſuaded; 
will be queſt.oned by no one.—The length of 
te time | have devoted to their ſervice, with my 
declining ſtate of vigour and activity, will, 1 
& pleaſe myſelf, form for me, a ſufficient and un- 


failing excuſe with my fellow citizens.“ 
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K 


0 


* 


0 


4 


3 oY 


ba 


His Excellency was married Dec. 9, 17 35, to 8 


Miſs Faith Robinſon, the daughter of the Rev. 
Mr. Robinſon of Duxbur. 
le was bleſſed with four ſons and two daugh- 
ters. Four of his children ſurvive him. 
He was called to part with his eldeſt daughter, 
Mrs. Huntington, Nov, 23, 1775- 
His eldeſt fon, ] Joſeph, died July 25, 1778. 
His dearly beloved conſort, Madam Faith Tram- 
bull was. taken away May 31, 1780. 
His excellegey himſelf died a 17. 4 178 5 


